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The only freedom which deserves the name, is that of pursuing  
our own good in our own way, so long as we do not attempt  
to deprive others of theirs, or impede their efforts to obtain it.

John Stuart Mill, 1859



Tied to the liberal philosophers of the 19th century, the John Stuart Mill 
Institute continues the tradition of liberal freedom philosophy and car-
ries it into the public in order to create, to promote and to strengthen 
the freedom consciousness of humans and to stimulate the defence  
and development of freedom.

As such, it is unique and the only one of its kind in Germany and per-
forms research into and promotes the concept of individual freedom 
and liberalism as an independent think tank and general advisor to  
all levels of society. Accordingly, the institute dedicates itself explicitly  
to the history of the western freedom traditions and the condition of 
freedom at the present.



Scientific and society-relevant research projects in the area of the empirical 
and idea-historical freedom research carry out a contribution to establish 
liberal thoughts and to raise freedom from an idea to a “sentiment” within 
the classical liberal meaning.

Emphases of the scientific research are:

	 �studies over the restriction respectively grant of freedom  
and civil rights in Germany and in comparison with the  
international society

	� congresses and conferences to the freedom research at  
home and abroad

	� national and international co-operation and interdisciplinary  
networks with public and private universities, scientific institu-
tions as well as other research and educational facilities

RESEARCH OF FREEDOM



Freedom Teaching

Consultation And  
Transfer

At the SRH University the first professorship was established, which dedi-
cates itself to freedom teaching in the field of political science as a kind 
of non-compulsory study. The principal purpose is to extend the general 
horizon of the students and to train the abilities to think und judge in con-
nections, to accomplish controversies and to practice political arguing.

When desired we advise political, economic and research institutes and 
enterprises to the topic of political, economic and individual freedom:

	 lectures 

	 workshops

	 colloquia

	 conferences

	 leadership trainings



Head OF Institute 

Prof. Dr. Ulrike Ackermann
Studied sociology, political science, German philology, and psychology at Frankfurt Univer-
sity. In 2002 she launched and led the European Forum at the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy 
of sciences.

Since 2004 she has been working as a freelance writer for different German newspapers 
(Die Welt, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Süddeutsche Zeitung etc.), sociology-columnist 
for the MERKUR magazine and as an author and moderator for numerously broadcasting 
transmissions (NDR, SWR, WDR etc.).

In 2008 she was appointed as professor to the chair of political science at the SRH Univer-
sity in Heidelberg with the main focus on freedom research and  -teaching and has founded 
and became the Head of the John Stuart Mill Institute in 2009.

Homepage: www.ulrike-ackermann.de

Managing Director And Scientific Researcher 

Dr. Hans Jörg Schmidt
Studied German language and literature, political science, theology and educational  
studies, and modern and contemporary history at the universities Heidelberg, Groningen 
and Dresden.

In 2009 he took over the management of the John Stuart Mill Institute in Heidelberg.



Ulrike Ackermann (Hg.)
Freiheit in der Krise? 
Der Wert der wirtschaftlichen, politischen und individuellen Freiheit 
(Verlag Humanities Online, Frankfurt am Main 2009, ISBN 978-3-934157-98-9)

Ulrike Ackermann
Eros der Freiheit 
Plädoyer für eine radikale Aufklärung
(Verlag Klett-Cotta, Stuttgart 2008, ISBN 978-3-608-94305-4)

Ulrike Ackermann (Hg.)
Welche Freiheit? 
Plädoyer für eine offene Gesellschaft
(Verlag Matthes & Seitz, Berlin 2007, ISBN 978-3-88221-885-5)

Ulrike Ackermann (Hg.)
Versuchung Europa
Stimmen aus dem europäischen Forum
(Verlag Humanities Online, Frankfurt am Main 2003, ISBN 978-3-934157-25-5)

Ulrike Ackermann
Sündenfall der Intellektuellen
Ein deutsch-französischer Streit von 1945 bis heute
(Verlag Klett-Cotta, Stuttgart 2000, ISBN 978-3-608-94278-1)

Hans Jörg Schmidt
Die deutsche Freiheit 
Geschichte eines kollektiven semantischen Sonderbewusstseins
(Verlag Humanities Online, Frankfurt am Main 2010, ISBN 978-3-941743-05-2)

BOOKS



Dr. Detmar Doering 
Philosopher and historian, head of the Liberal Institute (Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom)

Dr. Karen Horn 
Economist, Institute of German Economy, Köln/Berlin

Theo Müller
Business man, Erlenbach near Zürich

Robert Nef 
Jurist, head of the Institute of Liberalism, Zürich

Prof. Dr. Gerhard Schulze 
Sociologist, University of Bamberg

Prof. Dr. Edgar Wolfrum 
Historian,  University of Heidelberg

Prof. Dr. Michael Zöller 
Political scientist, Council on Public policy, University of Bayreuth

Scientific  
Advisory Council



Cato Institute
Washington

Fraser Institute
Vancouver

Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung für die Freiheit
Potsdam

Human Rights Watch
New York

Freedom House
Washington, New York, Budapest

Open Society Foundations
Budapest

Centre Raymond Aron
Paris

Hayek Gesellschaft
Berlin

CO-OPERATIONS



Die Welt

Agreement and Rights. But Freedom?
“Under the slogan “Is the freedom to be still saved”, the recently created John Stuart Mill Insti-
tute...invited to a conference on the Hambach castle. The freedom won in the west … does not 
see hopelessly lost out, if one compares it with systems of oppression...citizens want to and are 
able to win and defend freedom.”

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

The John Stuart Mill Institute introduces himself
“Everyone who is interested in freedom in thinking, economics and politics should not miss the 
work of the John Stuart Mill Institute.”

Die Welt

Freedom is the engine of our civilization
“Ulrike Ackermann is the only freedom researcher in Germany. She explains, why in this country 
security is more important to the citizen and is surprised that they surrender carelessly data at 
the same time.”

Deutschlandradio Kultur

Freedom and confinement
“It’s very astonishing that in our Federal Republic voices are raised for ‘Eros of freedom’! It’s 
very astonishing, because one does not expect this compared to our adjustment on equality.”

Press Review



John Stuart Mill Institute for research on freedom Heidelberg e.V.

The John Stuart Mill Institute is an independent research and teaching organization that 
engages and advises all levels of modern society. It is non-partisan and its views are not 
aligned with any political party. As such, the institute does not perform contract research 
nor does it accept government funding. Initially founded by generous support from the SRH 
Heidelberg, its future revenues will largely depend on private contributions. 

Join us
and support the structure and the work of the institute by a unique or also regular dona-
tion. The current projects, planned conferences, consulting offers and different publications 
need your support.

Donation receipts will be issued.

Many Thanks!

Our bank account

Santander Bank (SEB Bank)

Konto: 1 821 711 900

BLZ: 672 101 11

BIC: ESSEDE5F672

IBAN: DE 93 6721 0111 1821 7119 00

SPONSORING 



Postal address

John Stuart Mill Institut für Freiheitsforschung  

an der SRH Hochschule Heidelberg e.V.

Ludwig-Guttmann-Straße 6

69123 Heidelberg

Telephone · Fax · Mail · Internet

Telephone:	+49 (0) 62 21 88-10  05

	 +49 (0) 62 21 88-21 03

Fax: 	 +49 (0) 62 21 88-11 43
 

Mail:	� john-stuart.mill@fh-heidelberg.de  

ulrike.ackermann@fh-heidelberg.de 

joerg.schmidt@fh-heidelberg.de

Internet: 	 www.mill-institut-freiheitsforschung.de

Contact


